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English Journey: Non-chronological report about an animal.  

NC Geography 

 Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans   

 Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the 
United Kingdom and its surrounding seas  

 Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: key physical features, including: beach, cliff, 
coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather   
and key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, 
harbour and shop  

 Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well 
as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage  

 Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional 
language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features 
and routes on a map   

 Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and 
physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key  

 Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its 
grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment.  

 

Is change a good 
thing? 

How is wildlife different across wider 
environments? 

Who lives here? 

I can compare and contrast locations. 
What is your favourite animal? Have 

you ever seen one in real life before? Do 
you know where in the world they come 

from?   
Show children where the seven 

continents are on the map. Have you 
ever been to a country in one of these 

continents?  
What animals do you think you will 

find in Asia? Antarctica?  
Set each table up as a different 

continent with the different animals. 
Children dress up and travel around 

the world and explore what animals live 
in each continent. Make sure you’re 

wearing the right clothing for the right 
continent.  

Could any of these animals live in the 
UK?  

 

 

I can name and locate the four countries making up 
the British Isles. 

What is a habitat? Establish that it means a home or 
where something lives. Can you name a habitat? E.g. bird in 
a nest in a tree/bush or a lion in a rocky cave in Africa. 
Give them each a sheet with the different habitat pictures 
and some counters each. They have to listen to the clues 
really carefully and then have a guess which habitat the 
animal might live in. Once the children have an idea for 
the habitat that matches the clue, they put a counter on 
the right picture. Discuss answers and repeat for other 
clues. Once all the counters have been placed look at the 

different habitats on the sheets. Can you name the different 
habitats? Do we see this habitat and animal in our country? 
Repeat for different animals. What country do we live in? 
Send children off in teams of 6 to find the UK and its 

constituent countries: (a) online on a map, (b) in an atlas, 
and (c) on a globe. 

https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/animals-
native-to-the-uk.html 

Which of these animals could we make a habitat for 
in our garden? 

 

 

I can talk about place beyond my immediate 
environment. 

What is an ocean? How many oceans are there? 
Can you name any of them? Label the oceans of 
the world on a map. Have you ever been to the 

seaside? What is there? Children share 
experiences of visiting coastal areas.  

Introduce children with coastal vocabulary: sea, 
beach, rock pool, cliff. Explore the physical 

features of the coast by setting up trays with 
resources that resemble the features of each 
area. E.g. rock pool – rocks and water. What 

animals live here? Children identify the 
environments and place the given animals in 

their preferred coastal habitat. 
What animals could we have in our garden? 

 

What is wildlife like around our pond? 

How can visitors find our pond? 

  

I can recognise similarities and differences 
within my immediate environment. 

What is in our school garden? What is in 
your garden? What is in the park? 
Before leaving for the park visit, do the 

necessary risk assessments, then discuss with 
children staying with groups and safety 
procedures. Hand out research packs to 

children, these should include: clip-board, plain 
paper, crayons, an ipad, pencils, map of the 
park. Encourage children to record their 

findings by using paper to do tree rubbings, take 
digital photographs of human/physical features, 

e.g. footpaths, playground equipment, trees, 
vegetation. What can you see here? How could 
you record this? What is next to you? What is 
behind you? Shall we explore to the side of the 
arrow? Ask children to use their park maps to 
try to find their location. What can you see? 
(e.g. are there green spaces on a map?) What 

physical features can you see on the map? 
(Streams and rivers, hills, woodland or fields, 
etc.) Can you describe the human features on 

the map? (Footpaths, litter bins, etc.) As 
children are walking around ask them what 
they think about the park. Do they like/dislike 

it? What could be improved? Encourage 
children to think about physical/human 

features. 

I can develop a map of the local area. 
What are your top three favourite parts of 
the school? What makes you proud of these? 
Share and decide on the most popular part. 
Explain that the aim of this topic is to make 
our school garden open for visitors and some 
of our visitors might not have ever been to 
our school before so this is our chance to 

show off everything. Show children a copy of 
a school site map and get them to mark 

your classroom on it. Look through the map 
and see if they can identify other parts of 
the school. Mark on the map a simple route 
that children will follow. Children work in 
groups of three and take a walk around the 

school identifying eight key features that 
they think our visitors might like to look at. 

Children take ipads and within set 
boundaries can take up to 8 photographs of 
key sites that they would like to highlight to 
our visitors (these may be sites that they 
think are attractive within the grounds, 
places that are fun such as equipment or 

What other animals do we see in the 
UK? 

belonging, diversity, pride, change 
I can make observations and use these to 
answer questions about my environment. 
Let’s look through our classroom window. 

What can you see? Is there a lot of nature? 
What does that tell us about the local area? 

Do you live in a city, town or the 
countryside? Show children a picture of your 

garden. What can you see? Are there 
different areas? Will our school garden be 
the same or different? Why? Take children 

to the school garden. Children take 
photographs of the plants and wildlife. 

When children visit the garden they will 
draw what they see onto a garden plan fixed 
onto clip-boards. Give each adult a plant 

identification sheet and a tree identification 
sheet, so children can identify plants and 

trees. Back in the classroom use screen share 

belonging, diversity, pride, change 

belonging, diversity, pride, 
change 

 

 

NC Citizenship 

 Recognise what they like and dislike 

 Take part in discussions with one other person and the whole class;  

 Take part in a simple debate about topical issues; 

 Realise that people and other living things have needs, and that they have responsibilities to meet them; 

https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/animals-native-to-the-uk.html
https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/animals-native-to-the-uk.html
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to show children the photographs that were 
took in our garden. Show children’s 

completed garden plans. What different 
areas did you find in our garden? Talk 

about the plants, ask chn: What were your 
favourites? Did you see any wildlife? What 

plants did you see?  
Children present their findings of what they 
found in our school garden in a pictogram. 

Are you proud of our school garden? 

useful and functional places to go such as 
the school office or hall). When they return, 
children stick their map onto a large piece 
of sugar paper and stick each photo down 

with a line drawn to its location on the map 
Then children mark a route that takes in 
all photographed features and leads our 

visitor to the garden. Children try out their 
walk to check for any errors or to tweak 

their instructions.  
Where else could we visit within our 

local area? 
 

Back in the classroom, in groups, children share 
their findings. Did we see this in our garden? 

Could we have this in our garden? 
Children complete a venn diagram to show the 
similarities and differences between the features 
of our garden and the features of the park.  

What would you take from the park to change 
our garden? 

 Know what improves and harms their local, natural and built environments and about some of the ways people 
look after them 

How is wildlife different within our 
immediate environment? 

belonging, diversity, pride, change 

 

 

belonging, diversity, pride, change 
 

 

belonging, diversity, pride, change 

 

 


